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Please consider this my written request that a circulating title and summary of the chief purpose and 

points of the proposed measure be prepared for the California Legalization Initiative for Ferrets (CLIFF). 

Enclosed please find the measure we wish to submit to the voters. 

A check for $200 is enclosed made out to the State of California. 

Please let me know if there are any problems. Paperwork is not my forte. After this, I hand it off to a 

more detailed person. 
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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS 

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following circulating title 

and summary of the chief purpose and points ofthe proposed measure: 

(Here set forth the title and summary prepared by the Attorney General. This 

tide and summary must also be printed across the top of each page of the petition 

whereon signatures are to appear.) 

TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

T.);'pe: Roman 
Jiglgtl;}&fi ll!l1 
smaller than 
12-point 

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified voters of California, residents 

County (or City and County), hereby propose amendments to the Fish and Game Code. 

the Food and Agricultural Code, and the Health and Safety Code, relating to pet ferrets, 

and petition the Secretary of State to submit the same to the voters of California for 

their adoption or rejection at the next prima1y or generai statewide election or at any 

special statewide election held prior to that primary or general statewide election or 

otherwise provided by law. The proposed statutory amendments read as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 2118 of the Fish and Game Code is amended to read: 
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2118. It is unlawful to import, transport, possess, or release alive into this state, 

except under a revocable, nontransferable pennit as provided in this chapter and the 

regulations pertaining thereto, any wild animal of the following species: 

------ -··---·---··· . 

(a) Class Aves: (birds) 

Family Cuculidae (cuckoos) 
All Species. 

Family Alaudidae (larks) 
Skylark, Alauda arvensis 

Fmnily Corvidac (crows, jays, magpies) 
All species. 

Family Turdidae (thrushes) 
European blackbird, Thrdus merula 
Missel {or mistle), thrush, Turdus viscivorus 

Family Sturnida.e {starlings and mynas or mynahs) 
All species of the family, except hill myna (or 

hill mynah), 
Oracula religiosa (sometimes referred to as 

Eulabes religiosa) 
Family Ploccidac {weavers) 

The following species: 
Spanish spart'(lw, Passer hispaniolensis 
Italian sparrow, Passer italiae 
European tree sparrow, Passer nmotanu..'l 
Ca.pe sparrow, Passer capensis 
Madagascar weaver, Foudia madagascariensis 
Baya weaver. Ploceus baya 
Hawaiian rice bird, Munia nisoria 
Red-billed quclca, Quelca que tea 
Rod-headed quclca, Quclca crytbrops 

Family Fringillida.e (sparrows, finches, buntings) 
Yellowhanuner, Emberiza citrinella 

(b) Class Mammalia (mammals) 
Order Primates Pdmata 

AU species except those in family Hominidae 
Order Edentata (sloths, anteaters, annadillos, etc.) 

All species, 
Order Ma:rsupialia (marsupials or pouched mammals) 

All species. 

Order Insectivora {shrews, moles, hedgehogs, etc.) 
All species. 

Order Dennoptera (gliding lemurs) 

~-----·--- .... -............ ------------- ........ . ...-...... . 



All species. 
Order Chiroptcra (bats) 

All species. 
Order Monotremata (spiny anteaters, platypuses) 

All species. 
Order Pholidota (pangolins, scaly anteaters) 

All species. 
Order Lagcrnorpha (pikas, rabbits, hares) 
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All species, except domestic.ated'1'8eet x:D.ti!.lii~ of rabbits. 
Order Rodentia (rodents) 

All species, except domesticated golden 
hamsters, also known as Syrian hamster, 
MesocricetUs auraJUS> domesticated~ rnietiea of 
rats or mice (white or albino; trained, 
dancing or spinning, laboratory-reared); 
and domestic strains of guinea pig (Cavia 
porcellus). 

Order Carnivora (carnivores) 
All species, except domestic dogs (Canis 

famiH81"i:iJ and fwilia;ri!i), domestic cats (Felis catus)...md 
liQweslJG f'mCli {.Must!lla f'w:g) PJJJ:S!JPllt lQ 
Section 121720 of the Health and Safety Code. 

Order Tubulidentata (aardvarks) 
All species .. 

Order Proboscidea (elephants) 
AU species. 

Order Hyracoidea (hyraxes) 
AU species. 

Order Sirenia (dugongs, manatees} 
All specie&. 

Order PerisS<ldactyla (horses, zebras, tapirs. 
rhinoceroses, etc.) 
All species except those of the family Equidae. 

Order Artiodactyla (swine, peccaries, camels, 
deer, elk, except elk (genus Cervus) which are 
subject to Section 2118,2, moose, antelopes, 
cattle. goats~ sheept etc.) 
All species except: domestic swine of the family 

Suidae; American bison, and domestic cattle, 
shew and goats of the family Bovidae; races 
ofbig·homed sheep (Ovis canadensis) now 
or formerly indigenous to this state. 

Mammals of the orders Primates Primata, Edentata, 
Dennoptera, Monotremata, Pholidota, Tubulidentata, 
Proboscidea, Perissodactyla, Hyracoidea, Sirenia. and 
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Camivora.J.hru; are restricted for the welfare ofthe animals, 
except animals of the families Viverridae and Mustelidae 
in the order Camivora..thru are restricted becaus~~ 
animals, not includins; domestic ferrets to be owned as pets, 
are undesirable and a menace to native wildlife, the agricultural 
interests of the state, or to the public health or safety. 

(c) Class amphibia (frogs, toads, salamanders) 
Family Bufonidae (toads) 

Giant toad or marine toad, Bufo mnrinus 
(d) Class Monorhina (lampreys) 

All species. 
(e) Class Osteichthyes (bony fishes) 

Family Serranidae (bass) 
White perch, Moronc or Roccus americana 

Family Clupeidae (herring) 
Gizzard shad, Dorosoma cepedianum 

Family Sciacnidac (croakers) 
Freshwater sheepshead, Aplodinotus grunniens 

Family Characidae (charaoins) 
Banded tetra, Astyanax f.'lsciat:us 
All species of piranha.'l 

Family Lepisosteidae (gars) 
All species. 

Family At.niidae {bowfu.1s) 
All species. 

(f) Class Reptilia (snakes, lizards, turtles, alligators) 
Family Crocodilidae 

All species. 
(g) Class Crustacea (crustaceans) 

Genus Cambarus. (crayfishes) 
All species. 

Genus Astacus (crayfishes) 
All species. 

Genus Astacopsis (crayfishes) 
All species. 

(h) Class Gastropoda (slugs, snails, clams) 
All species of slugs. 
All species of land snails. 

{l) Other classes, orders, families, genera, and species 
of wild animals which may be designated by the 
cotmnission in cooperation with the Department of food 
and Agriculture;.;, (1) when the class, order, family, genus, 
or species is proven to be undesirable and a menace to 
native wildlife or the agricultural interests of the state, or 
(2) to provide for the welfare of wild animals. 



(j) Except as expressly authorized in this code, any live 
non indigenous Atlantic salmon or the roo thereof into the 
Smith River watershed. 

(k) Classes, families, genera, and species in addition to 
those listed in this section may be added to or deleted 
from the above lists from time to time by commission 
regulations in cooperation with the Department of Food 
and Agriculture. 
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SEC. 2. Division 14.7 (commencing with Section 31900) is added to the Food 

and Agricultural Code, to read: 

DIVISION 14.7. REGULATION OF FERRETS 

I 

31900. (a) A county board of supervisors may impose a license fee on a 

purchaser to be paid at the time of sale of a domestic ferret to be owned as a pet. The 

amount shall be remitted by the seller to the treasurer of the county of residence of the 

purchaser. The fee shall be set at an amount sufficient to cover the reasonable regulatory 

eosts of enforcement relating to domestic ferrets, not to exceed one hundred dollars 

($1 00). Fee revenues shall be available for allocation only to local public animal control 

agencies within the county to cover the costs of enforcement relating to domestic 

ferrets, including, but not limited to, subdivision (b) of Section 121790 of the Health 

and Safety Code. 

(b) A county shall not impose any license fee other than that authorized by 

subdivision (a) for domestic ferrets owned as pets. A city shall not impose any license 

fee for domestic ferrets owned as pets. 

SEC. 3. Section 121790 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 
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121790. UU.. The department shall publish from time to time a list of animals 

that may not be imported into this state1 and a list of animals that may not be possessed 

in this state1 except by pennit from the department. Unless a permit is issued pursuant 

to this chapter, it is unlawful to im:port into. or uossess in. thjs state any wild animal 

for which a permit is required by the department. 

(b) A pennit shall nQt be required to import into, orposaess in, this &t!iit~ dQwstic 

ferrets to be owned as pets under the following conditions: 

(l) All ferrets over the age of six mQJltb§ §~~ 

annually~ 

(2) Any ferret that is 5old or offxred for sale in a retail store shrul b!ii J)gay~s.i.Qt: 

neutered before the sale. 

(P) Log;d py,blic 5!nimal control agencies may enforce the provisions of 

subdivision (b). 


