February 14, 2014
Initiative 13-0060

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief
purpose and points of the proposed measure:

CRIMINAL SENTENCES. MISDEMEANOR PENALTIES. INITIATIVE STATUTE.
Requires misdemeanor sentence instead of felony for petty theft, receiving stolen property, and
forging/writing bad checks when value or amount involved is $950 or less. Requires
misdemeanor sentence instead of felony for certain drug possession offenses. Allows felony
sentence for these offenses if person has previous conviction for crimes such as rape, murder or
child molestation or is a registered sex offender. Requires resentencing for persons serving
felony sentences for these offenses unless court finds unreasonable public safety risk. Applies
savings to mental health and drug treatment programs, K-12 schools, and crime victims.
Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state
and local government: Net state criminal justice system savings that could reach the low
hundreds of millions of dollars annually, which would be spent on truancy prevention,
mental health and substance abuse treatment, and victim services. Net county criminal
justice system savings that could reach the low hundreds of millions of dollars annually.
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