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Reparations Movement Icons (1865 - 2022)



Happy Birthday Grandma!
February 24, 1909 - June 13, 2012



Modern Day Reparations Movement - 2 Distinct Phases
PHASE I “Legacy”

(1987 - 2016)
PHASE II “Contemporary”

(2016 - Present)

● Formation of N’COBRA (1987)
● Civil Liberties Act for JA Internment (1988)
● Introduction of HR40 by John Conyers (1989)
● Principally led by N’COBRA and NAARC activists
● Pan-African focus centers “People of African 

descent”
● Race-based repair focus on “African-Americans”
● Prioritizes other forms of Reparations over direct 

cash payments to beneficiaries
● Ta-Nehisi Coates “The Case For Reparations 

(2014)
● Reparations a fringe issue with little national 

support.

● Born out of failure of Obama administration to 
produce tangible policy for Black America and his 
rejection of Reparations

● Driven by political education, technology and data
● Grassroots led “bottom up”
● Formation of NAASD (2019)
● “From Here to Equality” (2020)
● Focus on American institution of chattel slavery, Jim 

Crow and ongoing atrocities
● Lineage-based w/ focus on BADOCS
● Prioritizes closure of lineage wealth gap w/ direct 

cash payments to beneficiaries
● Resurrection of Freedmen political status
● Reparations mainstreamed. National support and 

conversation at all-time high.



Phase II - Political Education: Agenda Politics Matter
During the Obama years,
Several groups received policy… This is what Black America got.



Phase II - Focus on Data / Lineage Wealth Gap
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Table 8. Value of Assets Held by White and Nonwhite Households 

Liquid Assets Total Assets 

Percentage of Percentage of 

white household white household 

Med ian Value Ii uid assets M edian Value Ii uid assets 

White 110,000 100.0 355,000 100.0 

U.S. Black 200 0.2 30,000 BS" 

African Black 60,000 54.5 152,000 42.8 

Mexican 0 0.0 5,000 1.4" 

Other Latino 0.0 43,000 12.3' 

Chinese 130,000 118.2 408,500 115.1 

Japanese 140,000 127.3 595,000 167.6 

Korean 3,000 2.7 28,400 8.0" 

Vietnamese 500 0.5 40,000 11.3' 

Filipino 80,000 72.7 243,000 68.5 

Asian Indian 245,000 222.7 460,000 129.6 

Source: NASCC survey, authors' calculations 

Note: The difference in the percentage of nonwhites as compared with the percentage of white 
households is statistically significant at the ***99%, **95%, *90% level. 

Median wealth of black Americans 'will 
fall to zero by 2053', warns new report 

Study predicts huge and growing gulf between white US 
households and everyone else could be disastrous for future of 
America's middle class 

Figure 1: Median Household Net Worth by Race and Education 
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“Every man must ultimately confront the question, 
“Who am I?” and seek to answer it honestly…”

“Who are we? We are the descendants of slaves. We 
are the offspring of noble men and women who were 
kidnapped from their native land and chained in ships 
like beasts.”

“But we are also Americans. Abused and scorned 
though we may be, our destiny is tied up with the 
destiny of America, In spite of the psychological 
appeals of identification with Africa, the Negro must 
face the fact that America is now his home, a home 
that he helped build through “blood, sweat and 
tears.”

Phase II - Lineage Matters



Modern Reparations Phase II - “Coming to Get Our Check”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLV5y4utPKI


Modern Reparations Phase II - Grassroots 



Modern Reparations Phase II - Grassroots (cont.)



Modern Reparations Phase II - Grassroots (cont.)



Modern Reparations Phase II - Grassroots (cont.)



Modern Reparations Phase II - Grassroots (cont.)



The Grassroots Impact
U.S. Supreme Court 

Protest to Protect Civil Right Act of 1866
(November 13, 2019)



Modern Day Reparations Movement - The Grassroots Impact

Slavery Reparations 
Support is ris ing in Congress for legislation creating a commission studying reparations to Black Americans 
for slavery and discrimination, raising prospects for House passage this year. 
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Googling 'Reparations' 
The topic of reparations hit the highest 
interest on Google in a decade earlier this year. 
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the highest point on the chart for the given region 

and time. A value of 100 is the peak popularity for the 

term. A value of 50 means that the term is half as 

popular. A score of O means there wasn't enough 

data for this term. 

Source: Google Trends 



The Grassroots Impact
House Congressional Hearing on H.R. 40
Juneteenth 2019 National Day of Action



HR40 Advocacy & Activism - #FixHR40



NAASD’s Position On H.R. 40 Aligns with Experts

“I fully support Black reparations. I've been a supporter of HR40 from the time Congressman Conyers 
introduced it in the House, but I have a concern that amendments to the current bill are very 
problematic: 1) the added numbers of commission members and the requirements for their eligibility 
would seem to ensure the outcome of the commission's findings; and 2) the compensation to commission 
members, at GS-18 equivalents, seems excessive to the point that the public would find it objectionable. 
If the purpose is to gain reparations, the effort is going to need public support, and based on my 
legislative experience, any negative perceptions of any aspect relative to the commission will strongly 
jeopardize the effort.” -John Tateishi, Director Japanese American Redress Campaign 

“HR40 (S1083) in its present form is an intentional 
deflection from true reparations. Revise it or replace 
it.” -Dr. William Darity, Duke Professor, Leading Black 
Reparations Scholar

[On HR40] “It’s just about a commission, the language is 
imprecise, what’s crucial is that the language of any bill 
that would actually give Reparations define it so that it’s 
not about race.” -Erwin Chemerinsky, UC Berkeley Law 
Dean, Constitutional Scholar 



NAASD - Grassroots Policymakers at Work



Grassroots Reparations Work in California
❏

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

❏

AB3121 Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation 
Proposals for African Americans
CJEC is an Anchor Org - 2 listening sessions in 2022
AB1604 Upward Mobility Act of 2022
ACA3 California Abolition Act 
Fight to Save Black LA Candidate Forum 2020
Federal & City of LA COVID-19 Recommendations
City of Los Angeles Reparations Commission
City of Sacramento Reparations Resolution
And more…



National Grassroots Reparations Partner Network



Khansa Jones-Muhammad  Tiffany Quarles  Chris Lodgson   Lorri Jenkins
Marcus Champion  Natalie Champion  Mark Stevenson  Kieran Smith  Tony Blount

Michael Brown  Hozell Francis  Natalie Hatcher  Crystal Gordon
Kim Mims   C.O. Thomas  Uumoiya Glass   Margery Melvin   Michael Thomas

Dr. Tish Crawford   Marshall Parson  Ahsun Powell   Dana Dorsey  LaCretia Birts
Nyheim Way  Charles Ware  Josh Gray  Chuck Harrison

Angela Nirvana   Najee Jahaan  Jerrod Amir Shakir  Josiah Williams 
Tyrone Polk-Davis   Greg Marcel Dixon  Chuck Harrison  William Summerville  
Ty Harper   Kellie Pryor   Derrick Williams   Dr. Kayla Harris   Rozlyn Mickens  

Marlon Watson   Arthur Ward   Cynthia McDonald   Bret Griffin  Ibrahim Tanner  
Avery Valentine   Dawn Paige   Kimberly Davis  Phyliss Coachman  Darlene Crumedy  

Shanna Kim   Michael Hicks  Otis Griffith  Annette Wilcox  Antonia Edwards
 

and many more...

~In Recognition~



THANK YOU!
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