
What is the sequence of events in the criminal justice system?
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Note:  This chart gives a simplified view of caseflow
through the criminal justice system.  Procedures vary
among jurisdictions.  The weights of the lines are not
intended to show actual size of caseloads.

Source:  Adapted from The challenge of crime in a free society.
President's Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration 
of Justice, 1967.  This revision, a result of the Symposium on
the 30th Anniversary of the President's Commission, was prepared
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics in 1997.
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