
  

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

     
       

    
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL TEXT OF REGULATIONS 

California Code of Regulations 
Title 11, Division 5 

Chapter 12: California Firearms Application Reporting System 

§ 4340. Account Creation. 

A California Firearms Application Reporting System (CFARS) account shall be created online 
by an individual to report or update firearm ownership information with the California 
Department of Justice (Department), request a unique serial number for a firearm from the 
Department, and/or apply for and manage a Certificate of Eligibility in order to comply with 
California firearm laws and regulations. 

(a)  A CFARS  account  may  be created online at the  following website:  
https://cfars.doj.ca.gov/login.do.   

(b)  The  individual  shall  agree to the following c onditions  before creating  a CFARS account:    

(1)  Non-Liability: The Department is not responsible for, and will have no liability  
for, any hardware, software, information, or other items or any services provided by  any  
persons other than the  Department. In no event shall either party be liable to the other or  
any third party, under  any  theory  of liability, including, but not limited to, any  contract or  
tort claim for any cause  whatsoever, for any indirect, incidental, special, or consequential  
damages, including loss of revenue or profits, even if aware of the possibility thereof.  

(2)  Authorization:  The applicant  is  authorized to use CFARS for the purpose of  
reporting  or updating firearm  ownership  information, r equesting a unique serial number  for 
a firearm,  and/or  applying for and managing  a Certificate of Eligibility in order to comply  
with California firearm laws and regulations.  If  the applicant  becomes  aware of an  
unauthorized user obtaining access to his or her  CFARS account, the applicant  shall  notify  
the Bureau of  Firearms immediately at  (916) 227-7527, or via email at:  
firearms.bureau@doj.ca.gov.  

(3)  Fees:  Notwithstanding such notification, the applicant  agrees  the Department shall 
not be liable for transaction charges  fraudulently incurred. It  will be the  applicant’s  
responsibility to pay any  charges. The Department will not provide refunds  after the  
submission of a transaction.  

(4)  True and Accurate Information:  All of the information the  applicant  submits to  
the Department through CFARS shall be true, accurate, and complete to the best of  his or  
her  knowledge.  
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(c)  The individual  shall provide the following information  to create a CFARS  account:  

(1)  Full Name  
(2)  Email Address  
(3)  Selection of Three Security Questions and Answers  
(4)  Password  

Note: Authority cited: Sections 11106, 29182, and 30900, Penal Code. Reference: Sections 
11106, 16400, 16535, 16670, 26915, 26700, 26710, 27510, 27560, 27565, 27875, 27920, 27966, 
28000, 28160, 29180, 29182, 30370, 30515, 30900, and 33850, Penal Code. 
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California Code of Regulations 
Title 11, Division 5 

Chapter 39: Assault Weapons and  Large- Capacity  Large-Capacity  Magazines  

Article 3. Assault Weapon Registration 

§ 5473. Registration of Assault Weapons Pursuant to Penal Code Section 30900 (b)(1); 
California Firearms Application Reporting System (“CFARS”); Account Requirements. 

(a)    Assault weapon registrations  must be filed electronically using the Department's California  
Firearms Application Reporting System (CFARS), at the following website: 
https://cfars.doj.ca.gov/login.do.  

(b)    A CFARS account  must be created  to use the electronic registration system. To create a 
CFARS account, assault  weapon registrants will be required to agree to the  following conditions  
of use:  

(1)    Non-Liability: The  Department is not responsible for and will have no liability for any  
hardware, software, information, or other items or  any services provided by  any persons  
other than the Department. Except as may be required by law, in no event shall either party  
be liable to the other or  any third party, under any  theory of liability, including, but not  
limited to, any contract or tort claim for any  cause whatsoever, for any indirect, incidental, 
special, or consequential  damages, including loss of revenue or profits, even if aware of the  
possibility thereof.  

(2)    Authorization: I am authorized to use CFARS for the purpose of  reporting firearm  
information to the Department in order to comply  with California firearm laws and 
regulations. If  I become  aware of an unauthorized user obtaining a ccess to my CFARS  
account, I will notify the  Customer Support Center immediately at (916) 227-7527, or via  
email at: firearms.bureau@doj.ca.gov.  

(3)    Fees: Notwithstanding such notification, the  Department shall not be liable for  
transaction charges fraudulently incurred. It will be the cardholder's  responsibility to pay  
any  charges. The  Department will not provide refunds after the submission of a transaction.  

(4)     True  and Accurate  Information: All of the information I submit to the  Department  
through CFARS shall be true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge.  

(c) The  following information must be provided by  registrants in order to create  a CFARS  
account:  

(1) Full Name  
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(2) Email Address  

(3) Three Security Questions and Answers  

(4) Password  

Note: Authority cited: Section 30900, Penal Code. Reference: Sections 30515 and 30900, Penal 
Code. 

§ 5474. Registration of Assault Weapons Pursuant to Penal Code section 30900 (b)(1);  
Applicant and Firearms Information.  

After creating a CFARS account pursuant to section 4340  Once a CFARS account has been  
created, registrants must provide the following information:  

(a)    The  registrant's full  name, address, telephone number, date of birth, sex, height, weight, eye  
color, hair color, military identification number (if  applicable), California Driver  License number  
or California  Identification Card number, U.S. citizenship status, place of birth, country of  
citizenship, and alien registration number or  I-94, if applicable.  

(b)    A description of the firearm that identifies it uniquely, including but not limited to: firearm 
type, make, model, caliber, firearm color, barrel length, serial number, all identification marks, 
firearm  country of origin/manufacturer, the date the firearm was  acquired,  the name and  address  
of the  individual from whom, or business from which, the firearm was  acquired.  

(c)    Clear digital photos of firearms listed on the application. One photo shall depict the bullet-
button style magazine release installed on the firearm. One photo shall depict the firearm from  
the end of the barrel to the end of the stock if it is  a long g un or the point furthest from the end of  
the barrel if it is a pistol. The other two photos shall show the left side of the receiver/frame  and 
right side of the receiver/frame. These locations are typically  where firearms are marked when  
manufacturing is complete. At the discretion of the Department the last two photos shall be  
substituted for photos of identification markings  at some other locations on the firearm.  

Note: Authority cited: Section 30900, Penal Code. Reference: Sections 30515 and 30900, Penal 
Code. 
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California Code of Regulations 
Title 11, Division 5 

Chapter 41: Firearms: Identifying Information and the Unique Serial Number 
Application Process for Self-Manufactured or Self-Assembled Firearms 

§ 5512. CFARS Reporting Process. 

(a)     To apply  for a unique serial number, the applicant shall create a CFARS  account online. To 
create a CFARS account, the applicant shall agree  to the following conditions of use:  

(1)    Non-Liability: the  Department is not responsible for, and will have no liability for,  
any hardware, software, information, or other items or any services provided by any  
persons other than the  Department. Except as may  be required by law, in no event shall  
either party be liable to the other or  any third party, under any theory of liability, including, 
but not limited to, any contract or tort claim for any  cause whatsoever, for  any indirect,  
incidental, special, or  consequential damages, including loss of revenue or  profits, even if  
aware of the possibility thereof.  

(2)    Authorization: the applicant is authorized to use CFARS for the purpose of reporting  
firearm information to the Department and/or submitting and managing a  Certificate of  
Eligibility in order to  comply with California firearm laws and  regulations.  If the applicant 
becomes aware of an unauthorized user obtaining a ccess to the applicant's  CFARS account, 
the applicant will notify the Bureau of  Firearms immediately at  (916) 227-7527, or via  
email at: firearms.bureau@doj.ca.gov.  

(3)    Fees: notwithstanding such notification, the  applicant agrees the Department shall not  
be liable for transaction charges fraudulently incurred. It will be the applicant's  
responsibility to pay any  charges. The Department will not provide refunds  after the  
submission of a transaction.  

(4)     True  and Accurate  Information: all of the information the applicant submits to the  
Department through CFARS shall be true, accurate, and complete to the best of the  
applicant's knowledge.  

(b)    The following information shall be provided by the  applicant to create a CFARS account:  

(1)    Full Name  

(2)     Email Address  
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(3)     Selection of Three  Security  Questions and Answers  

(4)     Password  

Note: Authority cited: Section 29182, Penal Code. Reference: Section 26710 and 29180, Penal 
Code. 

§ 5513. Applicant and Firearm Identification Information Entered into CFARS by 
Applicant and the Department’s Privacy Notice. 

(a)    After creating a CFARS account  pursuant to  section 4340, the applicant shall provide  
certain identifying information to demonstrate that the applicant is not prohibited under either  
state or federal law from  possessing a firearm before the Department issues  a unique serial  
number to the applicant. The applicant shall provide the following identifying information:  

(1)    The applicant's full name, residence street address, email address, telephone number, 
date of birth,  gender, military identification number (if applicable), California Driver  
License or  Identification Card number, U.S. citizenship status, place of birth, country of  
citizenship, and alien registration number or  I-94 (if applicable).  

(A)    The  applicant shall be 18 years of age or older to apply for  a unique serial  
number for a  firearm that is not a handgun. C ommencing February 1, 2019, the  
applicant shall be 21 years of age or older to apply for a unique serial number for  a  
firearm that is not a handgun.  

(B)    The applicant shall be 21 years of age or older to apply for  a unique serial 
number for a  handgun.  

(2)    A description of the firearm that specifies: date of manufacture or the  date its  
assembly will be complete, firearm type, caliber, firearm  color, barrel length, type of  
material used to build the receiver (aluminum, steel, polymer plastic, or other), whether it is  
a frame or receiver only,  all identification marks, and firearm  city  and state of origin.  

(A)  (B)     If  the applicant specifies that the receiver of the firearm being  reported is  
made from material “other” than  aluminum, steel, or polymer plastic, the applicant 
shall provide a brief explanation of the type of material that was used to build the  
receiver.  

(3)    The applicant's Firearms Safety Certificate (FSC) or Handgun Safety  Certificate 
(HSC) number. Instructions on obtaining a  FSC can be found on:  
https://oag.ca.gov/firearms/fscinfo.  

(b)     If  any part of the identifying information in subdivisions  (a)(1), (a)(2)(b), and (a)(3)(c)  of 
this section is missing, the Department shall not approve the applicant’s request for a unique  
serial number.  
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(c)    The  applicant shall agree to the  following terms of the Department’s Privacy Notice:  

(1)    Collection and Use  of Personal  Information:  the Division of  Law Enforcement, 
Bureau of  Firearms in the Department of Justice collects the information on this application  
pursuant to Penal Code sections 29180, 29181, 29182, 29183, and 29184. The Bureau of  
Firearms uses this information to process and assign a unique serial number(s) to a  
firearm(s) and to record firearm ownership for  an applicant. In addition, any  personal  
information collected by  state agencies is subject to the limitations in the Information 
Practices Act and state policy. The Department of Justice's  general privacy  policy is  
available at: http://oag.ca.gov/privacy-policy.  

(2)    Providing Personal  Information: all personal  information on this application is  
mandatory. Failure to provide the mandatory personal information will result in the  
application not being processed.  

(3)    Access to Your  Information:  you may review the records maintained by the Division 
of  Law Enforcement, Bureau of  Firearms in the Department of Justice that contain your  
personal information, as  permitted by the  Information Practices Act.  

(4)    Possible Disclosure of Personal  Information: in order to process and assign a unique  
serial number(s) to a firearm(s) for an applicant, we may need to share the information the  
applicant provides us with any  Bureau of Firearms representative or  any other person 
designated by the Attorney  General upon request.  The information you provide may  also be  
disclosed in the following circumstances:  

(A)    With other persons or agencies when necessary to perform their legal duties, 
and their use of  your information is compatible and complies with state law, such as  
for investigations, licensing, certification, or regulatory purposes;   

(B)    To  another  government as required by state or federal law.  

Note: Authority cited: Section 29182, Penal Code. Reference: Sections 11106, 16400, 16535, 
16670, 27510, 28160, 29180 and 29182, Penal Code; and Section 1798.17, Civil Code. 
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