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§11480. 

 (a) The Legislature finds that there is a need to encourage further research into the nature and 
effects of cannabis and hallucinogenic drugs and to coordinate research efforts on such 
subjects. 

(b) There is a Research Advisory Panel that consists of a representative of the State Department 
of Health Services, a representative of the California State Board of Pharmacy, the State Public 
Health Officer, a representative of the Attorney General, a representative of the University of 
California who shall be a pharmacologist, a physician, or a person holding a doctorate degree in 
the health sciences, a representative of a private university in this state who shall be a 
pharmacologist, a physician, or a person holding a doctorate degree in the health sciences, a 
representative of a statewide professional medical society in this state who shall be engaged in 
the private practice of medicine and shall be experienced in treating controlled substance 
dependency, a representative appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the Governor who 
shall have experience in drug abuse, cancer, or controlled substance research and who is either 
a registered nurse, licensed pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 2700) of Division 2 
of the Business and Professions Code, or other health professional. The Governor shall annually 
designate the private university and the professional medical society represented on the panel. 
Members of the panel shall be appointed by the heads of the entities to be represented, and 
they shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing power. 

(c) The panel shall annually select a chairperson from among its members. In order to ensure 
continuity, the Attorney General shall also continue to employ an executive officer of the panel 
and necessary employees, whose duties shall include, but not be limited to, coordinating with 
the panel’s chairperson to assign incoming research project applications for review or approval 
by individual panel members with relevant core competencies. 

(d) Members of the panel shall serve without compensation, but shall be reimbursed for any 
actual and necessary expenses incurred in connection with the performance of their duties. 

 

 

 


