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STATE LIMITS 
ON PRETEXT 

STOPS 

Window 
Obstruction 

Defective 
Equipment 

Registration & 
Licensing 
Offenses 

Pedestrian 
Offenses Loitering 

California 1    ? 

Connecticut 
(proposal)      

New York 
(pending/passed)      

Oregon 
(pending)      

Vermont 
(pending)      

Virginia  
(passed)      

???      
 

  

                                                           
1  indicates there is not a policy addressing the issue;  indicates there is a policy addressing 
the issue. 
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LEA POLICIES 
PRETEXT STOPS 

Traffic Stops based 
on Public Safety 

Only 

Primary and 
Secondary Traffic 

Enforcement – Lists 
Prohibited Stops (i.e. 
window obstruction) 

Prohibit Searches 
and Questioning 

During Traffic Stop 

Prohibits All Pretext 
Stops and Searches 

Berkeley PD     

Lansing PD     

Brooklyn Center PD     

Minneapolis PD     

Philadelphia PD     

Pittsburgh PA PD     

Los Angeles PD     

St. Louis City 
(watching)     

San Francisco PD 
(watching)     

???     
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DA POLICIES 
PRETEXT STOPS 

The DA will not file 
charges for possession of 

contraband if (1) the 
search stems from an 

infraction-related stop 
or non-public safety 

stop, and (2) there is no 
other legal justification 

for the search 

Possession of 
contraband 

found in 
Consent 

Only Search 

Possession of 
contraband found 

during a prolonged 
detention for 

supervision inquiry 
or search  

Will not file 
specific 
charges 

San Francisco DA     

Los Angeles DA     

Chittenden Co. 
Vermont     

Ingham Co. 
Michigan     

Manhattan Co. 
New York     

Ramsey Co. 
Minnesota      

Washtenaw Co. 
Michigan      

???     
 




