Law Student Opportunities
Criminal Law Division

Appeals, Writs and Trials Section

San Francisco

The Appeals, Writs, and Trials Section of the Criminal Division of the California
Attorney General’s Office represents the People of the State of California at the
appellate court level and prosecutes cases at the trial level in superior court. Interns
will research and write appellate briefs filed in the First and Sixth Districts of the
California Court of Appeal but will not assist with trial work. Appeals from
criminal convictions generally involve issues of criminal law and procedure as well
as constitutional and evidentiary issues. In a unique opportunity to experience the
real practice of law, interns will be entirely responsible for their individual cases—
from reviewing the trial record to researching and writing arguments responsive to
appellants’ opening briefs. Interns’ briefs will be filed with the courts after
supervisory edits. Interns who have completed courses in Civil Procedure and
Evidence may also have an opportunity to argue cases before the state appellate
courts. Each intern works with an assigned Deputy Attorney General who reviews
all briefs, but the intern is responsible for his or her own caseload. Additionally,
the program offers relevant training, panel discussions/presentations on criminal
law topics, and social events.
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Interns have the opportunity to participate in the program with either a
hybrid or fully remote work schedule.

Desirable Qualifications: Applicants must have excellent writing, research, and
analytical skills. Although not a requirement, applicants will benefit from having
completed law school classes in constitutional law, evidence, criminal law, criminal
procedure, and research and writing. Completion of appellate and/or trial advocacy
classes may be helpful. Work experience in the field of criminal law is also
beneficial.
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How to Apply:
Second-year law students may submit applications as of the date of this posting.
First-year law students may submit applications starting December 1.

Interested applicants must submit a cover letter, writing sample, transcript
(unofficial acceptable), and resume via e-mail to SEAWTintern@doj.ca.gov.

Amit Kurlekar, Jalem Peguero & Kelly Styger
SF AWT Intern Program Coordinators
Electronic applications only

Intern interviews are conducted on a rolling basis, and acceptance is rolling.
Earlier applications are encouraged as positions are limited.
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